
Hello fellow partners in child protection! My name is Tania Bur-

nett and I have been the Executive Director of Ashtabula County 

Children Services Board since January of this year. Since the time 

has gone by so fast, I thought I better take a minute to introduce 

myself to all of youé   I have been an employee of ACCSB for 

more than eleven years and I am thrilled at the opportunity to lead 

such a wonderful group of people and work with all of you as 

well.  We have gone through many changes during the past few 

months and we are hoping that these changes will improve our 

ability to be successful in our Mission.   

 

One of our changes has been in the leadership of our Social Ser-

vices Department; Beverly DeFazio is now our Social Services 

Director.  She has been with the agency for more than eleven years 

and is excited about her new role within the agency.  She is re-

sponsible for managing all of our child welfare staff and imple-

menting strategies to enhance our ability to serve families who are 

affected by child abuse and neglect.  We also have a new Finance 

Director, Babs Legeza, who was hired in March.  She manages our 

business department and keeps things running smoothly for all us. 

 

I hope to keep you all informed of the various programs and child 

abuse prevention strategies we provide through periodic newslet-

ters and reports. With this being our first newsletter, I chose to 

highlight our Social Services Department, Fostercare/Adoption, 

Kinship and Summer Foods Programs.   I also welcome any input 

you may have that might enhance our ability to help children and 

families in these or other areas. 

 

I started out calling you all ñpartners in child protectionò because 

all of us here at ACCSB rely on you to be our eyes and ears for the 

children in this community.  We are mandated by the Federal and 

State Governments to ensure the ñsafety, permanency and well-

beingò of the children in this County, but we cannot do this with-

out your help.  There are over 24,000 children under the age of 18 

in our County and we cannot possibly know when one of them is 

in trouble unless you let us know.  I want to thank those of you 

who made the over 2,000 referrals to us last year.  Of those refer-

rals, we were able to screen in 1,100 cases for services.  As report-

ers of suspected child abuse and neglect, I appreciate your concern 

for the children of this community; it is my hope that more people 

will take an active role this year on behalf of our children.  I am 

committed to working with you as we go through our process of 

ensuring child safety and will answer any questions you have 

about our mandates and procedures.   As I get settled in as Execu-

tive Director, I hope you allow me the opportunity to get to know 

you and collaborate with you as we continue our Mission. 

  

A note from the Executive Director  
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Social Service Director's Report  

 For those of you I havenôt met, I want to introduce myself.  My 

name is Beverly DeFazio and I started in the role as Social Ser-

vices Director in October 2010. I have been with this agency 

since April 1998 and have worked as a Case Aide, Ongoing 

Caseworker, Family Team Meeting Facilitator and Team Super-

visor.  

As the Director of Social Services I have the overall responsibil-

ity for directing the agencyôs Social Services Department which 

includes staff and program management, implementation of de-

partment policies, programs and procedures and insuring agency 

compliance with Federal and State laws.  

We are currently involved in a new strategy called Differential 

Response that will go statewide in 2012. Differential Response 

offers Caseworkers two options when responding to screened in 

reports of child abuse and neglect: Traditional Response and Al-

ternative Response.  In some instances , a traditional response is 

needed in order to determine whether abuse or neglect has oc-

curred and to ensure child safety. However, for many others, an 

alternative response may be more appropriate. In Alternative 

Response, case workers partner and engage families to connect 

them with the services and supports needed to keep their children 

safely in their homes.   

Another very important strategy we are  involved with is our 

Kinship program.  Kinship caregivers are relatives or non-

relatives who have a connection (biological, familial, community, 

cultural etc.) to the children.  Kinship care reduces the trauma for 

children and provides a least restrictive setting.  We work with 

kinship families in two ways: we have a Kinship Navigator Grant 

that allows us to work with families who do not have open cases 

with us and a Protect Ohio Kinship Strategy that allows us to 

provide services to kinship families when we are involved. While 

our goal is always to try to work to strengthen families that are 

struggling to safely care for their own children, kinship care of-

fers an important option when the child cannot safely remain in 

their own home.   

I am very excited and look forward to working closely with all 

my partners in the community to provide safety and permanency 

for the children of Ashtabula County.  
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Kinship Navigator Program ñJasmine Hopson  

 
Kinship Care refers to a temporary or permanent arrangement in which a relative or any non-relative adult who has a long 

standing relationship or bond with the child/or family, has taken over the full-time, substitute care of a child whose parents are 

unable or unwilling to do so for reasons such as death, chronic illness, substance abuse, incarcerations, domestic violence, child 

abuse and neglect, teenage pregnancy, unemployment, or any other problems. 

 

Services we can/will provide: 

Links to community resources 

Limited access to emergency assistance  

Case Management 

Newsletter 

Monthly Support Group Meetings 

Application process for the Kinship Permanency Incentive Program 

Notary Service 

 

The Ashtabula County Kinship Family Program offers a variety of services as well as many fun activities for the family to 

enjoy.   

Ashtabula County Children Services Board  

Foster Care and Adoption ñDenise Smith  
 

Foster care and adoption are two of the many services that may be provided for children in the custody of ACCSB.  As an agency, 

it is always our goal to maintain children in their birth homes if possible.  However, on occasion, ACCSB may need to place a 

child in the substitute care of foster parents for the safety of the child.  Our agency is fortunate to have forty licensed foster fami-

lies who have agreed to temporarily open their homes (and their hearts!) to a child or children in need.  These dedicated famili es 

are an asset to our agency and certainly to the children of Ashtabula County.  We currently have 66 children requiring foster care 

services in our county.   

Adoption services become necessary when the court has determined that a child is unable to be reunified with their biological par-

ent.  In Ohio, there are currently over 3,200 children waiting for the permanency an adoptive home can offer.  Children who tend 

to wait the longest for adoptive families include African American children, those over the age of ten, and children who are part of 

a sibling group.  In Ashtabula County, we have seven children who are in need of an adoptive family they can call their own.   

As an agency, we are always searching for individuals who believe they can make a difference in the life of a child, either as a 

foster or adoptive parent.  If that is you, please call our agency to learn more about our programs.   

 

Parenting Classes  

 
Ashtabula County Children Services will again be offering Free Parenting & Anger Management classes    that will begin in 

September.  There is no charge for the classes and classes are open to anyone in the community.  All classes include textbooks, 

materials, and a trained facilitator.  There are several different parenting classes offered including, Nurturing Parenting for 

parents of children birth to six, Nurturing Parenting for parents of children five to twelve, Parenting Children with Se-

vere Emotional Needs, Active Parenting for Step/Blended Families, and Active Parenting of Teenagers.    The Anger & 

Violence Management classes are divided into specific age groups; adult, teen, and adolescent.   

 

For more information, registration, or copy of class schedule call 998-1811. 



 

Summer FoodsñCheryl Edwards  
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Special Thanks  

 

 

One of the largest prevention programs at Ashtabula a Childrenôs Services is the Summer Foods Program.  Ash-

tabula County Children Services has served as the Ashtabula county sponsor of the USDA Summer Foods Pro-

gram since 2005 when it started off serving ten sites. Ashtabula County Children Services was recognized by 

Childrenôs Hunger Alliance as the outstanding lunch program in the state of Ohio for 2010.  

  In 2011 the summer foods program partnered with schools, recreation programs, faith-based groups, and non-profits to serve a 

total of 45,864 meals at 31 sites throughout Ashtabula County.  All the meals were prepared at Children Services and transported 

to the various sites for serving.  Summer Foods also provided at enrichment opportunities for the children by partnering with Af ter 

School Discovery who provided educational enrichment activities at eight of the Ashtabula sites, the Master Gardeners who helped 

the children plant a garden at the Bardmoor site. 

 In addition to the 45,864 meals served at the traditional summer foods sites, Ashtabula Children Services was one of six state 

sponsors selected to be a part of a two year pilot Summer Foods Back Pack Project.  During the summer project more than 1,200 

backpacks containing two breakfasts and two lunches went home with children to ensure that they had food on the weekends. 

 

Council of Dynamic Rural Ministries  

   A check donation for $6,095.31  

 To be used for children in care for extra - curricular activities  

 

CRISTAL Global/Millennium Inorganic Chemicals  

 Installation of new playground equipment  

Photo Gallery  


